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It has very good winter hardiness
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CHARLES WHITEHEAD — DAIRY FARMER - METHVEN

Charles Whitehead milks 980 cows on 320ha under the Mt
Hutt foothills in Mid Canterbury. He has been growing Coleor
kale for the last 7 years as a winter feed crop for his cows.

“Winter goes for longer here compared to down on the plains
and we need a kale that can grow in the cold, can withstand
heavy snow falls and is of high quality.”

“We have found Coleor to be the variety that can do all of these
things and it certainly yields very well. It has done 20 tonne
plus, in the local winter feed competition for 2 years.”

Winter snowfall is always a risk on Charles’s property and he
has found that Coleor stands up to the snow the best. Others
he has used have turned to mush very quickly. “One winter we
had snow sitting on the crop for 6 weeks and after it thawed
the Coleor was still in good quality and continued to grow.”

Coleor doesn’t stop growing in the winter and its leafiness
ensures a high quality feed is going into the cows. Charles has
noted that the cows prefer Coleor. They prefentially graze it over
other varieties he has planted.
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